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To become a Producer,  
contact Dan Barzel: Dan.Barzel@gmail.com

SARASOTA CONTEMPORARY DANCE  
16TH SEASON |  2021-2022

Voices –  
Rising Choreographers 
October 14-17, 2021
PRODUCING SPONSOR: SHANE CHALKE

SCD + Duke Ellington  
in collaboration with  
Shane Chalke B.E. Jazz 
December 2-5, 2021 
DANCE SPONSOR: KEN PARTYKA

Dance Makers 
January 27-30, 2022
PRODUCING SPONSOR: SAM ALFSTAD

Cuban Project: Historias 
April 28 - May 1, 2022 

Artistic Director
Leymis Bolaños Wilmott
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FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD

It is with great joy that we present to you our 16th 
anniversary season: GRIT. If our last season marked our 
coming of age as a contemporary dance company, this 
season exemplifies our growth and ability to thrive as we 
progress from a young company to one that has and will 
continue to succeed, no matter the circumstance.  While 
facing the enormous challenges of performing in the age 
of COVID, we have done just that—thrived—by putting 
on both streamed and in-person shows, restarting our  
in-studio series, and persevering in our commitment to 
uplift artists: quite the fulfilling task!

Our patrons, funders, volunteers, and audience make this work possible. We are 
in awe of your commitment over the past 16 years, and your support has been 
the defining factor in helping us become the strong company we are today. Your 
dedication during this difficult time has been inspiring, showing us how committed 
YOU are to our continued work; you’re showing us your GRIT. Your presence at 
our events and your ongoing support sustains us and provides the foundation of 
our company.

Our 3 1/2 year-old studio is bustling with activity with safety guidelines in place. 
We are proud and committed to be able to continue our company practice sessions, 
workshops and ongoing classes in Beginning to Advanced contemporary dance, 
Improvisational Dance, Afro-Modern, Tap, Pilates, Yoga, our training ensemble 
(SCDE), and our In-Studio Performance Series. This is a testament to the energy 
contemporary dance creates.

Now, our dancers are energized and excited to perform with more vigor and 
enthusiasm than ever. The vision of SCD is being realized; we are all showing 
our tenacity and commitment to dance in spite of challenging times, and this is 
reason to celebrate!

We send a special thanks to our inspirational Artistic Director, Leymis Bolaños 
Wilmott, and our company dancers who pour their heart and soul into Sarasota 
Contemporary Dance and every performance.

We applaud all of you who have walked alongside SCD on our path to passion and 
purpose. We thank you, and we are grateful you are on this journey with us!

Dan Barzel, President
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FROM THE FOUNDER & ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

In our sixteen years, Sarasota Contemporary Dance has exponentially broadened 
its reach and adapted to uncertainty—which is why we have aptly titled this season  
GRIT: we are dancing with Purpose, Passion, and Perseverance. For me, as someone 
who believes in the power of prayer, family, and dance, it is the GRIT, the focus, and 
the sheer power of our craft that keeps me leading this company.

We are thrilled to make our long-awaited return to the Cook Theatre at the FSU 
Center for the Performing Arts. This season’s Main Stage lineup might just be one of 
my all-time favorites: we’re launching this remarkable season with a dedication to the 
Voices of the next generation of choreographers. Then, we’re kicking off December 
with a live music collaboration honoring the legendary Duke Ellington, alongside 
our long-time encourager and friend, Shane Chalke. We’ll be roaring into 2022, 
rekindling my love of dance and piano with composer Francis Schwartz in a program 
that features some of NYC’s finest Dance Makers. And we’ll bring it to a rousing finale 
at the close of our season, with a performance examining Operation Pedro Pan, a 
moment in time in Cuban-American history through a contemporary lens. 

Since an early age, I witnessed my parents navigate this world with an impenetrable 
shield of faith, as they have upheld their core values and preserved their cultures. 
They instilled in me a responsibility to walk in my purpose, be passionate in whatever 
I do, and to never give up. I have stood on the shoulders of survivors, innovators, 
dreamers—all the while acknowledging the sacrifices they made to come to this 
country. It is because of their GRIT that I bring my artistry today. 

It is our GRIT, our purpose, passion, and perseverance that enables us to bring our 
community the joy of dance, and to advocate for aspiring and established dance 
artists, as well as choreographers of all abilities and walks of life; to make dance 
accessible to all. And we want to say thank you. 

Leymis Bolaños Wilmott, Artistic Director

Thank you for showing up, be it in-person or from home, coming together with purpose. 
It means everything to us to share our passion with you.
Because of you, Sarasota Contemporary Dance perseveres. 

This season brings to the foreground the unyielding GRIT of our company, ourselves,  
and our community. I am so grateful to welcome you to our 16th Season.
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ABOUT THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Leymis Bolaños Wilmott,  
a Cuban-American artist, mother, and teacher 
with rhythm inextricably in her bones found 
her voice through dance at an early age. As 
the Founder and Artistic Director of Sarasota 
Contemporary Dance, she has the privilege of 
using those bones to create art that has been 
called “stunning and imaginative” by Carrie 
Seidman of the Herald Tribune. As Artist-in-
Residence at New College of Florida, she has 
the opportunity to share her love of dance 
and to be an influential member of Florida’s 
dance community. Featured in Sarasota Scene 
Magazine’s Arts & Cultural Issue: Ladies of 
the Arts, Leymis has been the recipient of 
numerous artistic achievement and leadership 

awards throughout her career. She was honored to receive the Dance Magazine 
award for “Southeast Best Choreographer” and was listed in Sarasota Magazine as 
one of the Top 28 Most Powerful People in the Arts. Her 80+ dance works include 
collaborations with artists and organizations of various disciplines from musicians 
to museums. Collaborative highlights include: Sarasota Orchestra, Choral Artists 
of Sarasota, Westcoast Black Theater Troupe, Asolo Rep, Salvador Dalí Museum, 
Kaleidoscope, John and Mable Ringling Museum, Art Center of Sarasota, Stephen 
Miles of New Music New College, composer Eduard Cosla, percussionist Scott Blum, 
Mark Dancigers of NOW Ensemble, multitalented Francis Schwartz, and legendary 
principal harpist, Ann Hobson Pilot. Her works have been performed nationally at 
the John F. Kennedy Center, Ailey Citigroup Theater in NYC, Colony Theater and 
Jackie Gleason Theatre in Miami, and internationally in Ramallah, Argentina, and 
Spain. Leymis pioneered the Dance and Healing certificate at the University of 
Florida and holds a Master of Fine Arts in Performance and Choreography from 
Florida State University. Her research in dance as a healing art form and its ability 
to harness and foster community building came to fruition in 2006 when she and 
Rachael Inman founded Fuzión Dance Artists, now Sarasota Contemporary Dance. 
Leymis is a professor of dance at New College of Florida, a certified Pilates instructor, 
and through her Dance for PD certificate experience founded and developed the 
dance program at Parkinson Place in 2012. She served as Vice President of the Florida 
Dance Association from 2013-2017 and is a member of the Arts and Health Coalition 
in Sarasota. Her most precious honor, however, is being married to her husband, 
Kavin, of sixteen years and mother to eleven-year-old Charles Edward and five-year-
old, Valda Elizabeth who inspires her dance-making daily.
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ARTISTS

Melissa Rummel (Dancer/Associate Director 
of SCDE) was raised in Dryden, Michigan where she 
started dancing at the age of seven. She graduated 
from Belhaven University with a BFA in dance, emphasis 
on modern dance and choreography. She has trained 
with companies such as Eisenhower Dance Ensemble, 
RiverNorth Chicago, Ad Deum Dance Company, and 
Sarasota Contemporary Dance. This is Melissa’s seventh 
season as a dancer with Sarasota Contemporary Dance, 
her third year as Studio Coordinator and Associate 

Director for SCD Ensemble, and currently teaches with SCD and Woodland Fine Arts 
Academy. She also enjoys fitness and the positive effect it can bring to others, and 
she strives to find new ways to combine her love of dance and fitness. She strives to 
never stop stretching herself as a performer, choreographer, and teacher.

Jessica Obiedzinski (Dancer/Rehearsal Assistant)  
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Dance and a Master’s 
Degree in Science in Tourism and Hospitality 
Management from the University of Florida. She has 
performed professionally in works of New York City 
based artists, Elizabeth Streb, Laurie Devito, Vencl 
Dance and Beth Soll and has been most recently 
dancing with the Sarasota Contemporary Dance 
Company for three seasons. Jessica has presented works 

for the New Grounds Festival, Creative Pinellas, and Sarasota Contemporary Dance. 
Jessica has a love for choreographing and teaching Yoga, Pilates, and Simonson 
dance technique, and has most recently been appointed the Rehearsal Assistant 
position at SCD.

Juliana Cristina (Dancer) was born in West Palm 
Beach, FL. A graduate of the University of North 
Carolina School of the Arts (UNCSA). She received her 
B.F.A Degree in Dance under the direction of Dean 
Susan Jaffe and Associate Dean Brenda Daniels. Juliana 
has studied in Trainee Programs with Nashville Ballet 
and Ballet Palm Beach. Ms. Cristina has performed 
works by Azure Barton, Kira Blazek, Helen Simoneau, 
Ming Lung-Yang, Juel D. Lane, Orange Grove, and  

Doug Giseppi. Juliana is also on faculty at The Sarasota Ballet. This is Ms. Cristina’s 
third season with the Sarasota Contemporary Dance Company.
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Sea Lee (Dancer) Born and raised in South Korea, 
Sea (pronounced as “Say”) Lee was trained both 
conservatively and professionally at SunHwa Arts 
High School under the direction of Seung Yup Hong. 
She received a BFA with Cum Laude honors from the 
University of Florida and MFA with a fellowship from 
Hollins University/ American Dance Festival. Sea has 
performed professionally with Moving Current Dance 
Collective, independent projects with Paula Kramer 

and a photographer Tom Kramer, and collaborated with Asolo Repertory Theatre 
with Kaleidoscope Connect project. Sea has been on the faculty at the University 
of Tampa, St. Petersburg College, and directed a dance program at Cypress Creek 
middle school. Sea’s choreography has been presented by Co-motion Dance Theatre 
(2013, 2014), HCC Dance Ensembles (2015-2021), ACDFA in University of North 
Carolina Greensboro (2013) and Florida State University (2011), University of Tampa 
(2015, 2016), Moving Current Dance Collective (2019) and presented at Hollins 
University, NewGrounds Festival, Sarasota Contemporary Dance and the American 
Dance Festival. Sea currently serves as a dance faculty at Hillsborough Community 
College and Sarasota Ballet, and teaches and performs with SCD, and with a 
physically integrated dance company, REVolutions Dance, regionally, nationally, and 
internationally.

Monessa Salley (Dancer) South Carolina native, 
Monessa Salley, is currently in her third season 
dancing and teaching professionally with the Sarasota 
Contemporary Dance Company. She is also a teaching 
artist for the Sarasota Ballet and Wholehearted 
Education. She holds a B.A. in Dance Performance 
from Winthrop University and an M.Ed. from Columbia 
College. After performing and serving as a certified 
dance educator for 12 years, she went on to pursue her 

MFA in Dance Performance and New Media at New York University’s Tisch School 
of Arts. She has previously toured and performed professionally with Sapphire 
Moon Dance Company, Vibrations Dance Company, T.O. Dance Inc., The Power 
Company Collaborative, and NYU’s Second Avenue Dance Company. Salley enjoys 
choreographing and presenting new works. She has a mind, body, spirit approach 
to dance and relishes in practicing and refining her craft, generating healing 
through dance, and enhancing community relations.
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Samantha Miller (Dancer) is an emerging 
dance artist originally from Kendallville, Indiana. She 
trained for 16 years in the areas of tap, jazz, ballet, 
and modern at Tri-County Dance Academy for the 
Performing Arts. In 2013, Samantha continued her 
studies at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, PA 
under the direction of Donna Faye Burchfield. During 
her time at the University of the Arts, Samantha was 
able to perform works by Curt Haworth, Douglas 

Becker, Esther Baker Tarpaga, Jen McGinn, Sidra Bell, Robert Burden, and Lauren 
Putty White. She was also able to work with Jeanine McCaine performing her 
work “Under Her Skin” in the Philadelphia Fringe Art Festival in 2015. Samantha 
received her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Dance, in May 2016 and is now 
exploring the world of dance in St. Petersburg, FL. Since residing in Florida. 
Samantha has been able to work and perform alongside Helen Hansen French, 
Mary Chase Doll, and Lauren Slone. She is a member of RogueDance Company and 
a new member of Sarasota Contemporary Dance.

Eugenia Titterington (Company Member/
Dramaturge for Cuban Project) graduated from 
New College of Florida with a B.A. in Literature and 
Performance Studies. She is excited and humbled to 
start her second season with Sarasota Contemporary 
Dance as a full-fledged company member. Eugenia 
has collaborated as a performer, choreographer, and 
movement consultant for local arts organizations 
including The John and Mable Ringling Museum, 
Historic Spanish Point, New Music New College, MARA 

Gallery, Ringling College of Art and Design, and New College of Florida. She has 
been a recipient of the John Ringling Tower and Andrew W. Mellon Grants of 
which the latter allowed her to develop and set choreography for “The Rhino 
Project: Human // Nature” (2019); an interdisciplinary film and live-performance 
collaboration between NCF, RCAD, and local Sarasota artists. As an artist, Eugenia 
is fascinated by the communicative threshold between audience and performer. 
To her, every performance is a unique opportunity to pull an audience out of the 
role of the passive viewer and into the realm of shared experience where they can 
embrace an active role in co-producing meaning and dialogue. Eugenia credits 
the performing arts for deepening her ability to exist in the present moment and 
learning to value the impact her day-to-day interactions may have on the lives 
of those around her. It is also what’s led her to passionately start pursuing her 
INELDA certification as an End-of-Life Doula while volunteering with Tidewell 
Hospice.
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Jordan Leonard (Dancer) grew up in Michigan 
where her love for the performing arts developed. 
Through her training, she discovered the endless 
possibilities dance offered in exploration and story-
telling. The idea that she would never stop learning 
intrigued her, and she began her journey at Point Park 
University earning a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance, 
Bachelor of Science in Pre-Medical and Pre-Professional 
Studies, and Minor in Chemistry. While at the 
conservatory, she had the privilege of performing works 
by Larry Keigwin, John Heginbotham, Mark Burrell, Jess 

Hendricks, Garfield Lemonius, Kiesha Lalama, Jason McDole, Robert Priore, and 
others. She furthered her training at Keigwin & Company, Sarasota Contemporary 
Dance, and chuthis. summer intensives. Youth education is an important part of 
her life and she strives to promote healthy, positive ways of movement and self-
acceptance. When she is not dancing or teaching, Jordan enjoys working in the 
field of clinical research and spending time with family. Jordan is very excited and 
honored to be joining the SCD family this year!

Gabrielle Henry (Apprentice) began her dance 
training with Pittsburgh Youth Ballet Company & School 
under Jean Gedeon, at the age of three. She furthered 
her dance education at Slippery Rock University with 
Nola Nolen-Holland, Ursula Payne, and Teena Custer. 
Her most notable performances while at SRU, were 
the repertory works of Nora Ambrosio and Helen 
Simoneau. In just three years, she graduated Suma 
Cum Lade with her Bachelor’s of Arts degree in Dance. 
Professionally she’s danced with Vivid Ballet, Exhalations 
Dance Theatre and now Sarasota Contemporary Dance 
Company. Her other passions include teaching and 

choreographing. She loves to motivate students to reach their full potential and 
to create works that stimulate and captivate performers and audience members. 
Ms. Henry has also completed her RYT200 Yoga certification along with her Lagree 
Fitness certification. Both of which she loves to practice in her free time to help 
keep her grounded and strong mentally and physically. She looks forward to 
continuing learning and expanding her career in dance.
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GUEST PERFORMERS & MUSICIANS 

Brian Dean Fidaglo II is a 3rd generation Tampanian. 
He has been an active member of the arts in Tampa for over 
two decades. While attending Howard W. Blake Magnet Arts 
High School, dance called to him. It was there he fell in love 
with the duality of physicality and emotion, without vocal 
expression. After college, dance led him in many directions, 
performing with numerous local companies including 
Spanish Lyric Theatre (Tampa), The Florida Orchestra, 
Fuzion Dance (Sarasota), Gaudere Danza (Tampa), Moving 
Ethos (Sarasota), Moving Current dance collective (Tampa) 

and Ledges and Bones (Los Angeles/ San Francisco). His projects both nationally 
and abroad have taken him to places such as California, Utah, New York, St. Louis, 
Seattle, and Colombia. Brian is a past recipient of the Hillsborough County Emerging 
Artist Grant, Florida Dance Association’s Choreographer in Residence and 25 to 
Watch from ‘Creative Loafing’. He has been honored to work with inspiring artists: 
Holly Johnston, Paul Matteson, Lynne Wimmer, Nina Watt, Andy & Dionne Noble 
and many others. He has choreographed for St. Petersburg College, MusInc, SLT 
productions (The Full Monty) and served as co-Artistic Director of Moving Current 
dance collective. He co-developed the base//flight partnering technique for modern 
dance with his life partner Erin Cardinal. Together they have taught and presented 
at  festivals and schools including  American College Dance Festival, Howard W Blake 
Magnet High School (Semester Residency), Dance Gallery Festival (Sam Houston 
State University), Dr. Phillips High School (Orlando), and Hillsborough Community 
College, to name a few. With his family, he continues to explore the human 
condition by both, experiencing life to the fullest and artistically investigating the 
choices we make in life. He spends his days working in IT as a Service Manager for 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers Llp.

Michael Foley has been performing, teaching, and 
choreographing internationally for nearly 30 years. His 
choreography has been commissioned by major international 
dance companies from the U.S., Mexico, Ireland, Italy, 
Sweden, the Dominican Republic, Cuba, Panama, and by 
the Cirque du Soleil organization. Michael received his 
MFA in Dance from the University of Washington and 
has taught workshops and master classes at over 100 
universities, academic institutions, dance festivals and private 
studios around the globe. Michael has received numerous 

recognitions for his work in the Arts including a William J. Fulbright scholarship from 
the United States government for his research and teaching in Mexico with Delfos 
Danza Contemporànea, a Kennedy Center/American Theater Festival Award, and 
he was the Ruth Page Visiting Artist at Harvard University. In 2019, he received the 
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Chicago National Association of Dance Masters’ “Artistic Achievement Award.”  
Michael is currently a Professor of Dance at the University of South Florida, where 
he is also director/creator of the USF Dance in Paris Programs. He is thrilled to be a 
part of Cuban Project and working with this inspiring group of artists. 

Valda Elizabeth Wilmott, the grandchild of 
Pedro Pans, is a five-year-old premiering on the stage 
for the first time in the Cuban Project. Her favorite 
dish is empanadas which she enjoys making with her 
mom and adding her own special sauce. She likes all 
things that sparkle and hearts. She hopes to grow up 
and become a fashion designer who makes costumes 
for her mom’s company and sings at her church. 

José G. Martínez (Composer) 
José’s music incorporates a wide range 
of influences from Colombian folk 
tunes to contemporary composition 
techniques while borrowing from Latin 
music, heavy metal, and audio sampling 
techniques. His works range from solo 
pieces with electronics to orchestral works, 
passing through chamber ensembles, 
electroacoustic pieces, and interdisciplinary 

collaborations. Among others, his music has been performed by groups such as 
Alarm Will Sound, Wild Up, Grammy award-winning quartet Third Coast Percussion. 
An alumnus in percussion and composition of the National University of Colombia, 
he studied composition at the University of Missouri and UT Austin. José was 
Visiting Professor at East Carolina University and at the New College of Florida. 
Currently, he is Assistant Professor of Music at Colby College.

José’s music has also been presented by Spanish ensemble Taller Sonoro, LA based 
Piano duo Hockett Duo, the Orchestra of St. Luke’s from New York City, Grupo de 
Cámara de Bogotá, and Austin based percussion ensemble Line Upon Line, among 
others. He has participated in institutes and festivals such as Banff Ensemble 
Evolution program, DeGaetano, Splice , SEAMUS, Missouri International Composer 
Festival, Line Upon Line Winter Composer Festival, ClarinetFest, and VIPA.

José is a recipient of the 2008 National Composition Prize for Young Composers, 
the 2011 “Ciudad de Bogotá” Composition Award, and the 2013 National Cultural 
Prize. In the US has received the 2013 Sinquefield Composition Prize and the 
2019 Rain Water Grant for Innovation. He is part of the C3 Collective and also 
artistic director of the concert series Stack Overflow that creates opportunities for 
composers interested in electronics.
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Hugo Viera-Vargas (Accompanied Musician)  
Hugo Viera-Vargas received a Ph.D. in Latin American 
history from Indiana University, Bloomington. As a 
cultural historian, his research focuses on the intersection 
of race and musical expressions in Puerto Rican and 
Caribbean societies. Currently, an assistant professor 
of Caribbean and Latin American studies and music 
at New College, he teaches Afro-Caribbean musical 
expressions and Latin American and Caribbean Studies 
and History courses. Dr. Viera-Vargas has combined his 

teaching and scholarly endeavors with performing as a percussionist. Born and raised 
in Puerto Rico, he received a non-formal music education through years of family 
and community musical interactions. These experiences allowed him to perform 
with numerous groups in Puerto Rico, Cuba, Mexico, and the United States since the 
1990s. Dr. Viera-Vargas recorded with Nova Ilusion (1993), a Cancion Protesta group, 
singer and songwriter Gamaliel Pagan (1999), and a broad range of Afro-Puerto Rican 
plena groups. He specializes in Afro-Puerto Rican percussion, particularly the guiro, a 
gourd folk Puerto Rican percussion instrument. As a studio musician he has recorded 
in various plena productions, including with Los Relampagos de la Plena (1997), 
Terraplén (2002), Son del Almendro (1998 & 2011) Pirulo y la Tribu (2017), Manuel 
“Manny” Collazo (2012) Jerry Ferrao (2015, 2017 & 2021). In 2017 he co-produced 
Plena Adentro’s first production Rompecabezas.

We offer a specialized, high intensity, low impact
strength training  program in a beautiful, clean,
and private studio in Downtown Sarasota.

Dylan Ulrich
O W N E R 9 4 1 - 2 5 9 - 3 9 2 6  |  1 5 0 9  S T A T E  S T ,  S A R A S O T A  F L  3 4 2 3 6

“A gym where your TIME matters!”
Call for your 2 FREE sessions or Find us at www.10tenfitness.com

TWO 30 MINUTE ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS
A WEEK IS ALL YOU NEED TO  BUILD
MEANINGFUL & LASTING STRENGTH.

W E  A L S O  O F F E R :  I N F R A R E D  S A U N A  •  H . I . I . T .  C A R D I O  •  A S S I S T E D  S T R E T C H I N G
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PREPROFESSIONAL 
SUMMER PROGRAMS

SarasotaContemporaryDance.org

Artistic Director
Leymis Bolaños Wilmott

GET READY to move this summer  
with Sarasota Contemporary Dance during its  
week-long dance intensive unlike any other.

LIMITED TO 25 PARTICIPANTS PER INTENSIVE. 
REGISTER TODAY ON OUR WEBSITE! 

MAY 21–27
JUNE 11–17
JULY 16–22

Choose one  
or join us for  

all three!

www.sarasotacontemporarydance.org
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Donna Waks MA7229, CST, CMA

(202)363-9156
info@donnawaks.com 
www.fluidbody-fluidmovement.com 

Massage, Movement, Craniosacral Therapy

Fluid Body ~ Fluid Movement
An Integrated Approach to Healing

Fluid Body ~ Fluid Movement

Ease tension, aches and pains
Increase energy and well being

Move better, sleep sounder, live fuller

All music rights by agreement with ASCAP

Production Team
Lighting Designer/Videographer .................................. Celeste N. Silsby Mannerud 
Sound Engineer. ..................................................................................... Alex Pinchin
Stage Manager/Operator. ................................................................... Chloe Dipaola 
House Manager. ..................................................................................Raychel Ceciro
Live Productions ........................................................Integrated Media Productions
Costume Alterations ...........................................................................Terese Guiterz
Green Room Volunteers............................................  Rob Gibson and Jerry Unland
Costume/Props Storage Volunteer ................................................... Syclla Liscombe
 

Thank you to our Sponsors and Media Partners

SRQ

SRQ
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CREW

Celeste N. Silsby Mannerud (Lighting Designer/
Videographer) is co-founder of Flip Flop Productions and 
specializes in design and archival for theatrical and private 
events. She received her BA in theatre design from USF 
and her MFA in design management from IADT, and her 
repertoire includes lighting design and production video/ 
photography for local and international dance and theatre 
companies; stage lighting instruction at various Florida  
colleges; and production management, technical/artistic 

design, and lighting/audio installations for the Dali Museum, Tampa Museum of 
Art, L’Unione Italiana Ybor City, and ArtLab Studios in Germany. Aside from her 
“real job,” Celeste is in the midst of renovating an old Airstream to tour the U.S. 
and is most at peace when under sail with her husband, Andreas, and son, Cobyn.

Alex Pinchin (Sound Engineer) is a multimedia designer 
based out of Sarasota who has been working with the 
Sarasota Contemporary Dance since the 2019-2020 season. 
He also works with Urbanite Theatre as their Lighting and 
Audio/Visual Supervisor as well as acts as resident sound 
designer for the FSA/Asolo Conservatory. He also designs for 
several other companies in the Sarasota/Manatee area and 
across the state designing lights, sound, and projections. 

Chloe Dipaola (Stage Manager/Operator) is thrilled to 
be joining her first season at Sarasota Contemporary Dance. 
She is excited for the audience to experience live shows 
again as we continue our efforts in sharing creativity, and 
talent to those who support us! She would like to thank her 
family, friends, and mentors who continue to support her, 
and hopes you enjoy the show!  
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Raychel Ceciro (General Manager) has been working 
administratively and creatively in the arts since their days 
at the New College of Florida, where they first met Leymis 
and graduated with honors in 2018. Raychel has worked in 
administrative and managerial positions at the Koresh Dance 
Company, National Constitution Center, and New College of 
Florida, and couldn’t be more thrilled to be working alongside 
Leymis as the General Manager at SCD. In their performance 
career, Raychel has had work featured at the Annenberg 
Performing Arts Center at the University of Pennsylvania, 

954 Dance Movement Collective, Ursinus College, the Shoebox Theater Festival, the 
Ringling Museum of Art, the National Association of Interpretation, Vox Populi, and 
with the Windmill Theatre Company at NCF. Their artistic work has been supported 
by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Florida Humanities Council, Sarasota Arts and 
Cultural Alliance, and the Florida Public Archaeology Network.

Laura Chambers (Administrative & Marketing Associate) 
cconsiders herself an intuitive thinker and creator that is 
continuously striving to explore and grow in a variety of 
creative fields. Originally from Sarasota, FL, she has spent the 
last several years living in New York City where she completed 
her Bachelor of Science in Arts Management and Marketing 
from The New School. Prior, Laura received an Associate of 
Arts concentration in Modern Dance from the University of 
South Florida. Laura has studied dance extensively with a 
variety of movement artists as well as attending numerous 

dance festivals on scholarship including the American Dance Festival, Bates Dance 
Festival, University of the Arts Summer Program, and the Florida Dance Festival. In 
addition, she has completed several arts administration internships, her first being 
through Sarasota Contemporary Dance (2014/2017) as well as MICHIYAYA Dance in 
New York City (2019). Laura joined the SCD team as the Administrative & Marketing 
Associate in May 2021 and is thrilled to be combining her love of modern dance with 
the variety of administrative skills she has obtained.

ADMINISTRATION
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This performance was 
Recorded and Broadcasted by 
Integrated Media Productions

We help purpose-driven brands and businesses create lasting 
impact in the connected world. Sarasota Contemporary Dance 
is where IMP’s founder Brett Hoehne met his wife Molly, a 
company dancer at that time. Brett and our team are glad to 
partner with SCD again following last years Gold award for 
“Best Virtual Performance” SRQ Mag.

www.integratedmedia.productions

TAKE SURVEY

We want to hear from you! 

Your answers to this quick survey will provide  
valuable feedback on our performance and  

marketing efforts, as well as meaningful data for  
our Sarasota County Tourist Development grant.  

Thank you!

Audience Survey

Artistic Director
Leymis Bolaños Wilmott

Artistic Director
Leymis Bolaños Wilmott

www.integratedmedia.productions
https://forms.gle/X3MPHmevFs1axhXi9
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MAKE DANCE Happen
Producers $25,000
• Produce entire production
• Two tickets to every show for your guests
• Attend rehearsals
• VIP access to Behind the Curtain
• Name recognition on all production publicity
• All benefits at the Sustainer level

Dance Sponsors $7,500
• Sponsor a dance work
• Two tickets to a performance of your sponsored work
• VIP access to in-studio showcase of your choice
• Name recognition in program insert
• All benefits at the Devotees level

 

Sustainers Over $10,000
• Name in program and newsletters
• Exclusive dress rehearsal access to a production of your choice
• Two complimentary tickets for two performances (4 tickets total)
• VIP access to in-studio showcases of your choice
• Full access to all virtual theater productions

DONATE HERE

https://ci.ovationtix.com/35361/store/donations/44019


19

MAKE DANCE Happen
Devotees $5,000–$9,999
• Name in program and newsletters
•  Invitation to watch rehearsal (virtual option available)
• Two complimentary tickets to a performance
• Access to 2 virtual theater productions of your choice

 

Contributors $2,500–$4,999
• Name in program
•  Invitation to watch rehearsal  

(virtual option available)
•  Two complimentary tickets to  

2 In-Studio performances (4 tickets total)
• Personal shout-out in newsletter

Supporters $1,000–$2,499
•  Name in program
•  Invitation to watch rehearsal  

(virtual option available)
•  One complimentary ticket to an  

In-Studio performance
•  Personal shout-out in newsletter

Enthusiasts $100–$999
• Name in program
•  Invitation to watch rehearsal  

(virtual option available)

 

Admirers Up to $99
• Name in program    
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Turning 
passion into 
profession.

We’re home to a new 
generation of creative 
visionaries.

Come see for yourself. 
www.ringling.edu



21



22

SCD’s Kids Summer Program will 
explore a variety of dance styles, 
including creative movement, 
contemporary, jazz, afro-modern, 
acro, and hip-hop. This fun and 
exciting week of dance will be 
taught by SCD’s dynamic teaching 
artists. If you’re looking for a fun 
summer activity for your child to 
explore their creative side, then 
register your child today!

•  LITTLE GROOVERS 
Ages 5–8  
9:00 am – 1:00 pm  
$150 

•  INTERMEDIATE MOVERS 
Ages 8–12  
9:00 am – 2:00 pm  
$175

SCD Kids Camps!
JULY 25–29, 2022

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT  

SarasotaContemporaryDance.org 

www.sarasotacontemporarydance.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT  

SarasotaContemporaryDance.org 

CONTRIBUTORS TO  
SARASOTA CONTEMPORARY DANCE

Thank you to everyone who has generously donated from September 29, 2020 to 
October 31st, 2021. All contributions are vital to our growth as a dance company. 

Without your generosity, this 16th year would simply not be the amazing reality it is.

SUSTAINERS:  OVER $10,000
Sam Alfstad

Janice Bini & Dean Scarborough
Shane Chalke

Norbert Donelly

DEVOTEES:  $5,000 - $9,999
Jack Shapiro
Jaime Still

Ken Partyka Of Upaloop from Beyond Smart

CONTRIBUTORS:  $2,500 – $4,999
Dan Barzel

Bernard Friedland
Alden Keyser

SUPPORTERS:  $1,000 - $2,499

Amir Arbisser
Carol Arscott
Anjali Austin
Michael Bigelow
Terry Black
Nancy Blitzer

ENTHUSIASTS:  $100 – $999
Laida Bolaños
Lysell Bolaños
Ruth Brandwein
Timothy Buck
Jennifer Butler
Peter Carlin

Myunghea Choi
Maria Cisneros
Barbralu Cohen
George Dancigers
George Davidson
Kalonji Diop

Bernard Gerber
Amy Gordon
Alden Keyser
Umbreen Khalidi

Patrick Kenny
Rick & Karen Lanese
Hal & Marlene Liberman
Celia Perkins

Christine Schlesinger
Diana Smith
Ellen Tackling
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ENTHUSIASTS:  $100 – $999

Amy Eliezer
Susan Feltus
Whelma Thompson Ford
Alan & Holly Freedman
Joan Frosch
Lonnetta Gaines
Diane Georgeson
Ronald Gibson
Jeanne Hamil
Georgia Higgins
E. Shane Hoffman
Doug Horton
Moni Joblin
Jeanne Keen
Robin Klein-Strauss
Peter Kretzmer
Lorraine Lambright

Julie Leach
Judith Levine
Mike Marraccini
Rob McLain
Jeff and Janice Newman
Lorelei Pastor
Cyd Pearl
Ann Pilot
Dennis Revicki
Terry Rixse
Tom Roberts & Winny Rush
Joanne Rodland
Daniel Rodriguez
José Luis Rodriguez
Nancy Roucher
Remy & Julie Rubin
Sharon Rusnak

Carlos Ruiz
Russell Scovill
Nancy Shapiro
Arthur Siciliano
James & Joan Sprouse
Celia Strickler
Glenn & Carole Swope
Bob & Donna Titterington
Brenda Topp
Jerry Unland
Donna Waks
Frederick L. White
Kirk Winters
Dawn Zapiec
Glenn & Julie Zipp

ADMIRERS:  UP TO $99
Tim & Susan Alikakos
Constance Anderson
Stephen Ayraud
Barbara Benjamin
Michael Bigelow
Lysel Bolaños
Marsi Burns
Michele Chinskey
Catherine Christensen
James Curran
Zachary DeJarnette
Donna De Poalo
Lauren Elford
Sheila Foley
Lenore Gibson
Lowell Gilbertson
Dena Scheider Green
Kanti Gudur
Angel Hissom

Jean Kirshenbaum
Valarie Law
Philip Lederer 
Jeannie Lee
Iris Leonard
April Linenger
Patricia Loudis
Peter MacKinnon
Shane Martin
Roger Mitchell
James Monaghan
Geraldine Morgan
Lauren Morgan
Laine Nixon
Elena Pell
Nieves Perez
Angela R Rauter
Andrea Dasha Reich
Joanne Rodland

Linda Rosenbloom
Allen Rummel
Sonya Samuels
Becky Schowe
Joyce Smith
Sue Spigel
Judilee Sterne
Jahrel Thompson
Donna Titterington
Sarah Vanderveen
Elizabeth Wallace
Carlotta Webb
Andrea Weissleder
Gail Whitley
Selma Goker Wilson
Queen Zabriskie
Dawn Zapiec 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dan Barzel – President

Jaime Still – Vice President  

Shane Chalke – Treasurer 

Robert G. McLain, Jr. – Secretary

Sam Alfstad – General Board

Norbert P. Donnelly – General Board

Muriel Gordon Mayers – General Board

Georgia Higgins – General Board

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
The Founders Circle is a funding initiative through which  

Sarasota Contemporary Dance seeks to establish a circle of ten  
leadership funders committed to a three-year giving term  

($10,000 per year), which will further secure the Company’s ever bright  
present and future. To become a member of our Founders Circle,  

please contact Dan Barzel: Dan.Barzel@gmail.com.

Sam Alfstad
Steve & Lynn Blackledge
Shane & Monique Chalke 
Norbert & Ann Donelly
Steve & Isabella Lehrer

Janice Bini & Dean Scarborough 
Shirley Foss

SARASOTA CONTEMPORARY DANCE IS A  
NON-PROFIT 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT  

SarasotaContemporaryDance.org 

SCD’s Summer Sampler is a one-of-a-kind, week-long workshop 
that enables dancers to experience a variety of classes and 
teachers with diverse backgrounds and dance techniques.

 Open to all dancers ages 13 and up with  
previous dance experience.

Artistic Director
Leymis Bolaños Wilmott

To sign up and view this 
summer’s sampler offering,  

scan this QR code

SUMMER SAMPLER 
WORKSHOP JUNE 6-11

www.sarasotacontemporarydance.org
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stage  studio  portrait

Stretch your wings.

SorchaAugustine.com
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FAMILY-OWNED
PRACTICE

BE PART OF OUR 
FAMILY AND
EXPERIENCE

GENERAL 
DENTISTRY WITH A 
CONCIERGE FEEL

2389 Ringling Blvd, Suite C  |  Sarasota, FL 34237
SmileSarasota.com  |  (941) 95-SMILE

stage  studio  portrait

Stretch your wings.

SorchaAugustine.com
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JACK SHAPIRO 
Sculpture and Ceramics 

View & Follow On: 

100% of every  
purchase is donated 

to Sarasota  
Contemporary 

Dance 

Dynamic Muse 
Composite — 
16” x 24”  
Canvas Prints 
Made to Order 

(941) 284.5895 │ jshasar@aol.com 

@JackShapiroSculpture 
@JackShapiroSculptures 
@jacksculpt  
Jackshapiro.zenfolio.com 
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A Proud
of the Supporter

Community

928 S. Tamiami Trail, Osprey, FL
St. Armand’s Cir. 319 John Ringling Blvd., Sarasota, FL

Shop Tervis.com Or A Store Near You

Therapeutic Massage
Manual Lymph Drainage                                   
Lymphedema Therapy

“Massage is like a dance  
between my hands and  
your body’s innate ability 
and desire to find balance”.

Nicole Clarac Lagès, MA6792 

nicolelageslmt@gmail.com

(941) 735-1500
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Artistic Director
Leymis Bolaños Wilmott

SARASOTA CONTEMPORARY DANCE IS A NON-PROFIT 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION. 

SCD PHOTOS BY SORCHA AUGUSTINE

1400 Blvd of the Arts, Suite 300, Sarasota, FL 34236
 info@sarasotacontemporarydance.org  |  941.260.8485

SarasotaContemporaryDance.org

Thank you for  
supporting SCD!

www.sarasotacontemporarydance.org

